MR.    LLOYD   GEORGE
ness. The cloth of his suits is what the tailors would
call "distinctive" and "exclusive." His hands, the
willing instruments of his rhetoric, are always immacu-
lately tended. Face him and in repose you will see
that the passage of time has subtracted something
from the original firmness of feature. But watch him
in profile and you will see the most defiantly rrsolulo
outline. The nose, the white moustache which a
general might envy, above all the formidable and
salient little jaw, tell you that here is a man who li;is
never shrunk from climbing the difficult ascent It)
whatever objective he has conceived in secret. No one
has realized more various designs. The secret of his
achievement seems, so far as it allows analysis, to lie
in charm, persuasion and ruthlessncss.
Lloyd George is a living denial of the theory ili;it
manner counts for little. His speaking is incomparably
effective and its effect is produced by excellence of
manner and abundance of mannerism. It would not
be possible to imagine a speech of Lloyd George that
was free from gestures. Only a partial paralysis could
compel him to deliver his speeches standing still with
his hands in his pockets. When that infirmity befalls
him he will have ceased to be Lloyd George.
It is now nearly seventeen years since he held
executive power. When he speaks in the House of
Commons to-day his most usual weapons are assault,
cajolery and contempt. Few words are misused more
frequently than "unique.35 Yet Lloyd George's style
is wholly unique. It is often nearly sublime. As often
an ^ observer fears it may lapse precipitately into the
ridiculous. If a man of less fame and meaner per-
sonality were to attempt it he would be ignored or
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